[Therapeutic possibilities of the lateral supra-malleolar flap and its variations. Apropos of 6 clinical cases].
The distally based lateral supramalleolaire flap with a retrograde blood flow on the perforating branch of the peroneal artery is a good flap to treat loss of skin involving the ankle, the region behind the Achilles tendon, and the foot. Based on the results of an anatomical study, the authors describe a modification of this flap which can be raised on the infero-lateral collateral artery, with an anterograde blood flow. In fact, clinical experience of six cases shows that vascular pedicle component (perforating branch of the peroneal artery, infero-lateral collateral artery) and blood flow (anterograde, retrograde) can be calculated according to the regional vascular network, arc of rotation and the type of flap. Because of the many possible combinations, it can be considered to be a flap with variable vascular pedicle raised "à la carte". However, according to our clinical cases, the anterograde blood flow does not seem to have resolved the problems of venous congestion of this flap.